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will suffice to say that good work can "be turned out by
both of them, and that where the business is in incapable
hands less bad work will be turned out by the dry-heat
process than by the other. The latter is by no means as
simple in its action as it is expeditious in its applica-
tion, and a general ignorance of the theoretical principles
involved has in the past led to heavy losses from bad work.
About ten years ago the system of printing designs upon
the single texture proofs was introduced, and led to a con-
siderable demand for the fabrics so treated. The printing
is carried out by engraved copper rollers, on the lines long
familiar in calico printing, the effect being produced by the
impress of various metallic bronzes upon the rubber sur-
face, which has been made of a blue, red, green, or other
ground tint by previous admixture of colouring matters
with the rubber. In order that the coloured bronzes should
adhere to the rubber the latter used to be faced with some
suitable substance, and patents for the use of such bodies
have been taken out by different waterproofers. These
bodies include aluminium powder, phosphate of lime or
bone ash; farina, finely powdered glass, etc. As time pro-
gressed, however, it was found that this preparation of the
surface was not necessary for the success of the process,
and at the present time surfacing is mostly dispensed with,
the printing being done direct on the rubber. Compared
with what was the case five or six years ago colour printed
single textures are in very small demand at the present
time, feminine fashions having apparently decided against
them, much to the chagrin of the waterproofers, who see
their expensive plant in comparative idleness. As already
mentioned, this class of proofing is always cold cured.